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Yaruro language 


The Yaruro language (also spelled Llaruro or Yaruru; also called 
Yuapin or Pume) is an indigenous language spoken by Yaruro 
people, along the Orinoco, Cinaruco, Meta, and Apure rivers of 
Venezuela . It is not well classified; it may be an isolate, or distantly 
related to the extinct Esmeralda language . 
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Yaruro 


Pume 

Region 

Venezuela 

Ethnicity 

Yaruro people 

Native speakers 

7,900 (2001 
census)W 

Language 

family 

Esmeralda- 

Yaruro ? 


■ Yaruro 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

yae 

Glottolog 

pumel238 (htt 


p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/pumel2 
38) [2] 


Genetic relations 


Pache (2016) considers Yaruro to be related to the Chocoan languages , citing evidence from lexical and 
sound correspondences . Some shared lexical items between Yaruro and Chocoan (Pache (2016) cites Yaruro 
and Epena forms from the Intercontinental Dictionary Series) :^^^ 


Yaruro 

Chocoan 

dacgo ‘eye, face,’ ego ‘seed, fruit, nut’ 

Epena taut^u ‘forehead’ 

da ‘eye’ (used in complex forms) 

Proto-Chocoan **da ‘eye region,’ **da-' bu ‘eye,’ Epena 'tau ‘eye’ 

duri ‘after’ 

Proto-Chocoan **du ' ri ‘tail’ 

goa ‘meat, flesh,’ goe ‘blood’ 

Proto-Embera *u ' a ‘blood’ 

hu ‘bone,’ hu cgia ‘strong’ 

Proto-Chocoan **hu ' a ‘arm, hand,’ Epena hua 'tau ‘strong’ 

/ ‘skin’ 

Proto-Embera *' e ‘skin’ 

Tbu ‘nose’ 

Proto-Chocoan **ke' bu ‘nose’ 

icgi ‘hand’ 

Epena / 's/a ‘wing’ 


Language contact 































Jolkesky (2016) notes that there are lexical similarities with the Saliba-Hodi, Arawak, Bora-Muinane, 
Choko, Witoto-Okaina, and Waorani language families due to contact 

Phonology 


Consonants 



Labial 

Dental 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop 

voiceless 

P 

t 

c 

k 

? 

voiced 

b 

d 

J 

g 


Affricate 

voiceless 


ts 




voiced 


dz 




Fricative 

voiceless 

f 

s 

J 

X 

h 

voiced 

V 

6 

3 



Nasal 

m 

n 

P 

n 


Rhotic 


r 




Lateral 


1 




Approximant 

w 


j 




Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i 

i 

u 

Mid 

e 


0 

ae 

3 

D 

Low 

a 


a 

_ 


[5] 

Vocabulary 


Loukotka (1968) lists the following basic vocabulary itemsJ^^ 







gloss 

Yaruro 

hand 

ichi 

foot 

taho 

man 

01 

water 

ui 

star 

hoe 

earth 

dabu 

dog 

areri 

jaguar 

panaume 

snake 

p6?o 

house 

xo?o 

boat 

dzyara 


Further reading 


■ Obregon Munoz, H. (1981). Lexica yaruro-espanol, espanol-yaruro. Caracas: Ministerio de 
Educacion. 
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